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9 December 2014 
 
Mr Tim Deverell 
Office of Coal Seam Gas 
NSW Trade & Investment 
PO Box 344 
HUNTER REGIONAL MAIL CENTRE  NSW 2310 
 
Dear Mr Deverell,  
 
Guideline for Agriculture Impact Statements at the Exploration Stage 
 
The Australian Petroleum Production & Exploration Association (APPEA) is the national peak body 
representing the oil and gas exploration and production industry.  APPEA’s members account for around 98 
per cent of Australia’s oil and gas production.  In NSW, APPEA actively supports our members in their 
pursuit of exploration and natural gas production.  
 
APPEA welcomes the opportunity to provide comment in relation to the review of the Guideline for 
Agriculture Impact Statements (AIS) at the Exploration Stage. APPEA appreciates the commitment to 
consultation by the NSW Government on issues related to natural gas exploration and production given the 
important of secure supply to households, businesses and industry. 
 
The industry supports a requirement to assess the impact of its activities on agricultural activities as part of 
the environmental assessment process.  This should be part of any assessment of impacts.  
 
We submit that natural gas activities can comfortably co-exist with agricultural land uses, including beef 
and dairy, viticulture, horse studs and cropping.  Most natural gas exploration activities are temporary in 
nature, have a minor, localised impact to the surface of land and land is fully rehabilitated once the activity 
is completed to the same or better state.  Final rehabilitation (and therefore liability under titles) cannot be 
finalised until the landholder has approved the rehabilitation.  
 
One of the industry’s greatest challenges is the level of regulatory burden. Unnecessary restrictions and red 
tape placed on explorers, particularly where assessment requirements do not reflect the level and nature 
of impact, and where requirements are duplicated, will continue to impede resource development and 
hamper further investment. 
 
Assessment of impacts of water use  
The assessment of impacts of water use is provided in both the Review of Environmental Factors (REF) 
document and supporting water management plans submitted to Government, therefore we request the 
deletion of the requirement to specifically address and assess this issue in the AIS guidelines. 
 
Consultation 
Consultation sections are provided in both the REF document and supporting community relations plan, as 
required by Environmental Impact Assessment Guidelines for Exploration, Mining and Petroleum 
Production Activities (ESG2) guidelines and community consultation guidelines.  If natural gas exploration 
activities are located in rural areas, the local rural community and landholders will be consulted. We 
therefore request the deletion of consultation as a requirement under the AIS guidelines. 
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Additional information requirement  
A requirement to assess impacts within a 2km buffer of Critical Industry Clusters (CIC) or Biophysical 
Strategic Agricultural Land (BSAL) has appeared in the AIS guidelines.  There are also “assessment buffers” 
provided for other agricultural land uses.  The industry does not support arbitrary buffers which do not 
appear to have a scientific basis.  While it is reasonable to assess impacts on BSAL if an activity is located on 
it (or neighbour’s BSAL or a CIC), the introduction of a further 2km assessment requirement will only cause 
confusion and concern in the community, and set a difficult precedent for regulators and the industry.   
 
We request that the 2km buffer references be deleted, in favour of requiring an assessment of the impact 
of the activity on any CIC or BSAL in the vicinity of the activity.  There is no need, and no basis given, for a 
2km buffer reference.  In relation to the other “assessment buffers” for agricultural activities, an 
assessment of impacts on surrounding land uses will always be undertaken as part of an REF or EA, and 
therefore no need for the prescriptive nature of the guidelines.  In addition, under sections 71 and 72 of the 
Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991, permission from landholders is required where activities are undertaken on 
cultivated land, or within 50 metres of a garden or vineyard.  
 
APPEA supports an update to the Guideline for Agriculture Impact Statements at the Exploration Stage as 
this represents a positive move to address the existing regulatory challenges experienced by industry. We 
submit that efforts to clarify the existing policy and regulatory frameworks, while maintaining its integrity 
and robustness, should be welcomed.  

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Alexandra Gibson 
Policy Director – NSW/Vic 
 


